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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 
Of the Russian Mission. 


The fifth annual session of the Russian Mission, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, convened in 
Central Church, New Town, Harbin, Manchuria, at ten 
o'clock Monday morning, Ocrober 11, 1926. Bishop 
W. N. Ainsworth presided. 

The meeting opened with devotonalex ercises, Bish- 
op  Aijnsworth speaking on the verse, ‘I had rather be 
a door keeper in the house of my Lord, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. Ps. 84:10. 

Before the opening of the business session, Cva- 
toslaff, the little son of Rev. and Mrs. G. I. Yasinitsky 
was baptized by Bishop Ainsworth, and the parents 
exhorted by him to train and teach their child in the 
love and fear of the Lord, and to let their lives be an 
example before him. 

The roll was. then called, the following answering to 
their names—Members: Rev. Geo. F. Erwin, Rev. N. J. 
Poysti, Rev. G. I. Yasinitsky, Rev. Alex Gavrelovchuk, 
Rev. G. V. Volegoff, Rev. A. A. Guroff, and Miss Con- 
stance Rumbough; Lay Delegates: Mr. S. V. Speransky, 
Mr. S. E. Svetkoff, Mr. P. I Barelovitch, Mrs. N.J. Poysti, 
Mrs. V. E. Smirnova, Mr. A. T. Kovalic, Dr. P. M. De- 
denko and Mr. V. A. Shirokoff. 

Miss Rumbough was elected secretary. 

Bishop Ainsworth announced that since the last 
annual conference Rev. and Mrs. H. C. Ritter had been 
transferred from the Chinese Methodist Mission to the 
Russian; and that Miss Sallie Browne had arrived from 
America tc become a member of the Russian Mission. 
Rev. and Mrs. Ritter and Miss Browne were introduced 
to the conference by the Bishop. 

The following names were called: Rev. H. W. Jenkins, 
Superintendent of the Mission. Mr. Jenkins is now on 
furlough. Without objection his character was passed. 
Rev. Geo. F. Erwin, Director Evangelistic Work. His 
written report was accepted. Dr. Uspensky at the re- 
quest of Mr. Erwin, who is acting director of the Medi- 
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cal work, gave a report of the Ambulatory. Rev. N. J. 
Poysti, Pastor Philadelphia Church. His character was 
passed and his report accepted. Rev. G. I. Yasinitsky, 
Bible Teacher, Central High School. Without objection 
his character was passed and his report received. Rev. 
A. F. Gavrelovchuk, Assistant Pastor Central Church. 
His character was passed, report made, and his license 
to preach renewed. Rev. G. V. Volegoff, Assistant Pas- 
tor, Philadelphia Church. His character was passed, his 
report received, and license to preach renewed. Rev. 
A. A. Guroff, Pastor Tsitsikar Church. His character was 
passed and his report accepted. Rev. H. C. Ritter, Direc- 
tor of Educational Work. Mr. Speransky, secretary of the 
New Town Gymnasium read a report of the schools for 
Mr. Ritter. Miss Constance Rumbough, Woman's Work. 
Her report was accepted. Mrs. George F. Erwin. Mrs. 
H. C. Ritter. 

Bishop Ainsworth appointed the following to be a 
committee on License to Preach.—Mr. Erwin, Mr. Poysti, 
and Mr. Guroff. 

At this time the name of Miss Lillian Wahl was 
called. She having passed away during the year, a 
memorial service was held in her memory. Miss Con- 
stance Rumbough read a memoir, after which others 
spoke in appreciation of her life and work. The memo- 
rial paper was adopted by the conference and the ser- 
vice closed with hymn, 144, Safe in the Arms of 
Jesus’, sung softly. 

Mr. Ritter moved that a subscription list be star- 
ted to collect money to erect a monument at the grave 
of Miss Wahl. The motion was passed and the following 
committee appointed: Mr. Ritter, Mr. Dedenko, Miss Rum- 
bough, Mr. Gavrelovchuk, Mr. Speransky, Mrs. Smirno- 
va, Mr. Kasatkin, and Mr. Shirokoff. 

The secretary was instructed to send a copy of the 
memoir to the, family of Miss Wahl. 

Mr. Erwin read the following report of the Com- 
mittee on License. "Your committee has examined the 
following four young men, B. N. Bradovitch, K. D. Ego- 
roff, E. M. Pytakoff, and G. N. Shebanoff, and have 
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found them true in doctrine and willingto givetheir all 
to serve Christ. We recommend them to this conference 
for license to preach in the Methodist Church, South.” 

A vote was taken by ballot and the four were grant- 
ed license to preach. 

Calling them forward Bishop Ainsworth spoke to 
them on the great honor they were receiving in having 
the privilege of preaching the gospel of Christ. ‘’Peo- 
ple will expect to see Christ in your life. Be pure, be 
men of prayer, study your Bible. May God give you a 
ministry of mighty power. | trust you ll have thousands 
of souls for your hire, which is the richest of all re- 
wards. I want to congratulate you and pray God's rich- 
est blessings upon you. 

The Bishop asked if there were any who in the 
judgment of the mission ought to be ordained. Mr. G. V. 
Volegoff and Mr. Alex Gavrelovchuk were recommen- 
ded by the mission and the Bishop ordained them dea- 
cons. 

Mr. Ritter announced that $84 had already heen 
subscribed for Miss Wahl’s monument. 

Bishop Ainsworth stated that at the General Con- 
ference in America in May it was decided to separate 
the Korean and the Russian Missions. This Mission will 
be known hereafter, therefore, not as the Siberia—Man- 
churian Mission but as the Russian Mission. 

The Bishop made ‘some closing remarks, and read 
the appointments after which the Mission adjourned 
sine die. 
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Bishop W. N. Ainsworth. 


Presiding Officer. 
In Charge of Our Work in China, Japan, Korea, Manchuria and Siberia. 
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J. M. Pytakoff 


G. N. Shibanoff 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


Appointment. 


Director Evangelistic 
and Medical Work. 
Director Educational 
Work. 


Treasurer of Mission 


Teacher in Methodist 
Institute. 
Director-Woman’s 
Work 

Assistant Director Wo- 
man’s Work and Lan- 
guage Study. 

Pastor Philadelphia 
Church. 


Pastor Manchuli 
Pastor Boohadoo 
Pastor Tsitsikar 
Pastor Jalantun 


Assistant Pastor Cen- 
tral Church. 

Assistant Pastor Cen- 
ral Church and Bible 
Teacher Central High 
School, 

Assistant Pastor Philia- 
delphia Church. 


Assistant Pastor Philia- 
delphia Church and 
Bible Teacher Pristan 
School. 

On Furlough. 


Address. 


13 Telenskaya St., Har- 
bin, China. 

13 Telenskaya St., Har- 
bin, China. 

13 Telenskaya St.,Har- 
bin, China. 

13 Telenskaya St.,Har- 
bin, China. 

15 Bolshoi Prospect, 

Harbin, China. 

15 Bolshoi Prospect, 

Harbin, China. 


2 Diagonalnaya St., 
corner Pekarnaya, Har- 
bin, China. 

Station Manchuli, 
Manchuria, China. 
Station Boohadoo, 
Manchuria, China, 
Station Tsitsikar, Man- 
churia, China. 

Station Jalantun, Man- 
churia, China. 

13 Telenskaya St.,Har- 
bin, China. 

15 Bolshoi Prospect, 
Harbin, China. 


2 Diagonalnaya St, 
corner Pekarnaya, Har- 
bin, China. 

2 Dioganalnaya St., 
corner Pekarnaya, Har- 
bin, China. 


Emory University, 
Georgia, U.S. A. 


Bishop W. N. Ainsworth. 


Presiding Officer. 
In Charge of Our Work in China, Japan, Korea, Manchuria and Siberia. 
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Emory University, 
Georgia, U.S. A. 


GENERAL REPORT OF EVANGELISTIC WORK. 


Geo. F. Erwin-Director. 


We have four Sunday Schools operating at present. 
There has been quite an interest in our Sunday School 
work from the brginning of our Mission. We have had 
five hundred fifty pupils in our classes during the year. 
They have raised for all purposes $ 300.00 Mex. Of this 
¢ 63.80 Mex was for the lepersin Korea. 


We have three Ladies’ Missionary Societies which 
have a membership of about seventy-five. They have 
been very active in working and raising money to assist 
poor people in the city. They have collected in all 
¢ 367.92 Mex. 


We also have three active Leagues which have one 
hundred thirty-seven members. They have raised and 
spent for relief work $ 175.50 Mex. 

One interesting feature of our League work was a 
union meeting of all the\Leagues of ‘Harbin which in- 
cluded Russians, Chinese, Koreans, and Japanese, as 
well as a few Americans. 

We have done very little this year in the produe- 
tion of literature in Russian. We published only two al 
pamphlets. One a sermon on hell by Dr Torrey. Phe 
other, a biographical sketch and a sermon by Dr. Geor- 
ge R. Steward. We publish a thousand copies of our 
journal, The Methodist, once each month. It carries 
local and general church news, religious articles produc- 
ed by our people, and also translated articles. We print 
in this journal our Sunday School lessons. These jour- 
nals are distributed free. 

We have two colporters working who distribute our 
literature and sell Bibles. 

At our last Annual Meeting it was decided to open 
one new station, and one other during the year, if» it 
was thought best. 

Tsitsikar was decided as the place to begin and Bro. 
A. A. Gouroff was sent there. He opened the work in 
December, so in January Bro. Gavrelovchuk and I went 
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up to see how the work was going. We found the peo- 
ple so interested that we remained ten days, and saw 
the demonstration of the power of God to impress and 
change lives. 

There is a beautiful Christian spirit in the church 
there now. We have nine true Methodists and many 
friends who support our efforts. 

Our colporter, Bro. Belousoff, sold a Bible at Ja- 
lantun to Mr. V. A. Shirokoff, and when he had read 
it a little, he got so interested that he calleg a number 
of his friends in to study with him. Then ig began to 
write to me to come up to see them, so ; I went in 
April and we had a few revival meetings. Out of this has 
grown a true little church of six members, thru the as- 
sistance of Bros. Gouroff and Yasinitsky. 

Bro. G. Volegoff was sent out to Boohado during 
the summer to investigate the possibilities of opening up 
work there. | went up to visit him in August and we 
rented a house in which to begin work after the Mis- 
sion Meeting. We hope to be able to open up one more 
place this year. 

Our Bible school was organized first in Vladivo- 
stok, and then continued in Harbin. This has been a 
prosperous year for the Institute. We have had eleven stu- 
dents who gave full time to study. Eight of these were 
young men and three young ladies. Besides these there 
were some others who attended some of the classes. 

We have thought best not to operate the school 
this year since we need all our pupils so much to go 
to active work. We feel that our students will make good 
as preachers and Christian workers. 

One of our students, Bro. Ossipoff, is now a stu- 
dent in Young Harris College, in America. His going 
to America was made possible by a gift for that pur- 
pose by Mrs. Lizzie Glide, of Berkley, California. | 

The League for the Protection of Children is an 
organization which was begun in our Mission about two 
years ago. Its purpose is to assist poor children. An 
appeal_was sent out last winter to Japan and America 
for clothes and money. The good. people of Japan es- 
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pecially, responded with both money and clothes. Du- 
ring the year the League has received locally and from 
abroad $5083.80 and several thousand garments. 

It has assisted many poor children, in giving them 
food, clothes, and sending several to school. It operated 
a day nursery for six months in which it cared for 
thirty-six children. 


GENERAL REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL WORK. 
H. C. Ritter, Director. 
Central High School: The 1925-26 session of the 


Central High School marked an advance over the 
preceding year. The enrollment increased from 387 
to 450 students. There were nine classes, with the 
fifth and sixth divided into scientific and classical de- 
partments. 


The daily program began with chapel services from 
8.30 to 9.00 o'clock a. m., and continued until 3 p. m. 
During the recess period hot lunches were served at a cost of 
two dollars per student per month. The doctors of the 
Methodist Clinic constantly inspected the school, gave 
physical examinations to all the students, and prescribed 
treatment when necessary. Although there was a great 
deal of scarlet fever in the city, our School escaped 
without a single case. A dentist from the Methodist 
Clinic treated the teeth of the students. 


One feature of our educational work is the teaching of 
Bible. Each class in the school has two hours of Bible per 
week. The Bible teacher is one of our promising young 
preachers. Many of the students take an interest in the 
Epworth League and Sunday School. 


The Central High School has_ the reputation, ac- 
cording to a recent statement by the American Con- | 
sul in Harbin, of being one of the best schools in Har- 
bin. It has a staff of well trained experienced® Russian 
teachers. There is a Parent-Teachers’ Association which... 
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meets monthly, and takes great interest in the problems 


of the School. 


Our most urgent need is for a suitable building, as 
the building now in use is not a_ school building, and 
is poorly adapted to school work. The Chinese Admin- 
istrator of Harbin has. given a fine piece of land as 
the site for our School’ with the understanding that the 
money for buildings will be given by friends in America. 


The income of the School is largely derived from 
student fees. The Mission provides rent, and the tuition 
fees are sufficient for operating expenses. During the 
year there was an income of $26,320.00 Mex and an 
expenditure of $26,206.69 Mex. 


Methodist Institute: The Institute offers courses in 
English Language, Bookkeeping and Typewriting, with 
the object of providing a business training for young 
men and women. The classes are all given in the eve- 
ning, at a convenient time for those who work in offi- 
ces and stores during the day. 


During the 1925-26 session of the Institute there 
was a total enrollment of 351 students. There were 66 
in Russian typewriting, and 52 in English typewriting; 
25 in bookkeeping, and 208 in the classes in English 
language. 96 students finished our courses and were 
granted certificates. The Institutereceived $130.00 Mex 
per month from the Mission but the larger part of the 
expenses was derived from tuition fees. 


There is a \half-hour chapel service in each evening's 
7 : 
program, and many of the students become interested 
in the work of our Church, join Bible classes and the 
Epworth League, and attend church services. The Insti- 
tute has given practical assistance to many men and 
women who are struggling for a livelihood. 


Pristan Gymnasium: The number of pupils atten- 
ding the Gymnasium during the school year was 155. 
At the beginning of the. present school year the total 
number of pupils enrolled was 158 including the 
newly organized preparatory classes. Financial data for 
the period of time from September Ist 1925 tc Sep- 
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tember 17th 1926: tuition fees and other income 
12014.22 Mex: from the Mission $3995.49 Mex. Every 
day we have a thirty minutes religious service (cha- 
we Each class has two Bible lessons a week taught 


a Brother Shibanoff. 


OS At ey 
1925-26. 
Constance A. Rumbough, Woman's Work. 


"Not by might nor by 
power, but by my spirit, © 
saith the Lord of Hosts. 

This verse which God 
spoke through the _pro- 
» phet Zechariah, I chose for 

_ my own at the beginning 
_ of the last conference year. 
_..__ | felt, more than usually, 

- that in my own sstrength 
* | could do nothing, for my 
strength was small. 

At the beginning of the 
year | taught English two 
hcurs a day, teaching in 
both day schools. Also | 
| continued studying the Rus- 

Miss Sallie Browne sian language, giving to it 

New Missionary for Woman’s Work. three hours a day. 

Besides this I helped a little in the general work 
of the church; in Central Church as_ superintendent of 


the Sunday School; in Pristan Church | started a Bible’ 


class in the Woman's Missionary Society and attended 
Epworth League. | worked in the League for the Pro- 
tection of Children as treasurer. 

In the fall of last year Miss Wahl and I organized 
a scout group. We began with eight girls and now have 
about fifty. This organization gives us a_ splendid 
14 
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opportunity to touch and influence the lives of our girls 
in all phases. 

We had two English clubs last year, one for grown 
people and the other for young people. The clubs were 
small in number but strong in friendship. Through them 
some became members of the Sunday School. 

Three months of last year I was forced by the or- 
ders of the doctor to discontinue all work. 

This summer, as last year, we had a camp for girls 
at the little railroad station, Maoershan. The camp was 
open from the 14th of June to the Ist of August. We 
had from twenty eight to thirty girls going and coming 
in groups, for a stay on camp of two weeks. 

We had a daily schedule of study, sport, and scout 
activities. We began the day with prayer and the 
raising of the Christian flag, had a period of Bible 
study every day, and chapel morning and evening. The 
girls swam, hiked, played and studied for their scout 
examinations. In the evenings around the camp fire we 
had songs and stories. All the activities were under the 
leadership of two missionaries and three missionary stu- 
dents. 

On Sundays we had Sunday School and Epworth 
League. Twice preachers came down and held services 
for us. 

This year we are opening an Evangelistic Center. 
We have in the Center a dormitory for girls, where there 
are already living fifteen girls; six of these are pupils 
in our day schools; eight, students in various Institutes 
in the city; and one is a business girl. | 

We have also in the Center a teacher giving music 
lessons, and a course for the training of kindergarten 
teachers. | 

We are also training three missionary students, giv- 
ing them Bible and English lessons, and providing op- 
portunity for piano lessons and a kindergarten course. 

_ | thank our Father that the promise he gave to 
Zachariah is being fulfilled in our work. ‘‘Not by might 
nor hy power, but by my spirit,’ saith the Lord of 
Hosts. gees. 
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REPORT OF METHODIST CLINIC IN HARBIN 
From September 1, 1925—August 31, 1926. 


With the Lord’s help our clinic has finished its 
third year of activity. 

For the last year it gave medical treatment to 
3,049 children, 2,132 women, and 1,725 men—in all 
6,906. This is the number of patients treated but the 
number of visits is as follows: doctors, 14,812; dentists, 
18,330—in all 33,142, which gives an average of 91 
patients per day. 

With each new year the number of patients increa- 
ses. Last year we had 4,219 patients and 22,564 visits 
to doctors and dentists, which gave 62 per day. So this 
year the number of patients increased 1,687, the num- 
ber of visits increased 10,578—an increase of 29 visits 
per day. 

The drug store filled 7,035 prescriptions which does not 
include the patent medicines and other things which do 
not require prescriptions from doctors. 

During this time the drug-store received Yen7,089,89. 
Of course this sumis not very large, but it is because the 
drug-store sells medicine very cheaply. Our drug-store sells 
more cheaply than any other in the city. We do this 
to help as many poor people as possible. 

The clinic received Yen 6,975.71. This sum is also not 
very great, for the clinic charges only 30 sen a visit. 
The total income is Yen 14,065.60. The expenses of clin- 
ic and drug-store were Yen 18,283.69. Received from Mis- 
sion Yen 4,500. The Mission has helped every year from 
the beginning of the work. During three years the Mis- 
sion has given about 10,000 yen. This has helped the 
needy people very much. 

We have employed a doctor as Superintendent, a 
surgeon, a doctor of skin diseases, and a specialist for 
ears, eyes, throat and nose. We have four dentists, one 
of whom treats the children in our school; three drug- 
gists, and one student who assists in the drug and surgical 
work; a secretary and two janitors. Dr. James, of the 


Baptist Mission, has kindly consented to look after the 
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drug-store and to be general advisor to our Mission in 
its medical work. 

The clinic is held daily, except a few holidays, from 
9 a. m. to 8 p. m. The drug-store is open day and 
night, and because of this the number of workers has 
been increased. Besides regular hours, the doctors re- 
ceive patients any time, day or night. 


Geo. F. Erwin 
Director. 


Ni j. PROTO 
Pastor Philiadelphia Church, Harbin. 


My preaching place is situated in the part of the 
city which may be rightly called the “Harbin wilderness’. 
These conditions interfered greatly with the evangelis- 
tic work and, made it not so efficient as it could be 
in a better location. | hope that after the expiration of 
the term of our contract we shall be able to find a more 
favorable place for our church at Pristan. 

During the past year I received 28 new members, 
three of them by certificate. We had two baptisms. Two 
young men J. Pyatakoff and G. Shibanoff have been 
recommended for license to preach. Brother V. Ossipoff 
was sent to America for further training for the minis- 
tery. Two young ladies were called to the missionary 
work and were received by Miss C. Rumbough into her 
organization. 

The total amount of money collected in the Church 
in my charge was $484.75 Mex. 

Removed from the Church: one member by death; 
three were expelled from the membership; two removed 
to Central Church. 

We have an active Sunday School with a total en- 
rollment of 150; a Woman's Missionary Society under 
the leadership of Mrs. N. J. Poysti, with a member- 


ship of 26. An Epworth League under the presidency 
of Mr. Pyatakoff. 
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As a teacher of the Bible Institute | taught New 
Testament, Homiletics and Systematic Theology to our 
ministerial students. 


CENTRAL CHURCH. 
Geo. F. Erwin, Pastor 


I am finishing my third year as pastor of the Cen- 
tral Methodist Church. I have had many joys and many 
sorrows during this time. | have seen many people con- 
verted and some of them have demonstrated the Christ 
life, while others have proven untrue. 


This has been the hardest year of all. The devil has 
worked hard to discredit our work, but God has pro- 
mised that his word shall not return unto him void. | 
have faith to believe that the new year will be a good 
one. We are hoping and praying for a real revival of 
the old time religion. 


We had at the beginning of the year 119 members, 
and during the year we have had six removals and twelve 
additions which leaves us a membership of 125. Many 
of these members are out of Harbin. 


Our Epworth League had a membership of 45 and 
raised Yer 80.56 which was used for relief work and 
expenses. 


The Sunday school had an enrollment of about 
250 and an average attendance of one hundred. Much 
interest has always been taken in our Sunday Schools. 


The school has raised Yen 226.52. 


The Ladies Missionary Society has a membership 
of twenty-five and has raised Yen 179.89. This has 
been spent mostly for local relief work. 

The stewards have raised and spent for local run- 
ning expenses and the support of a blind member 


Yen 748.05. 
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A. A. GOQUROFF 
Pastor Tsitsikar Church. 


In September 1925, | was appointed, by Bishop 
Boaz, to Tsitsikar to organize a church. During the first 
two months | did personal work and looked after ~ the 
rebuilding of the hall for a church. On December 27, 
we had the opening of our church. 

Bro. K, D. Egoroff was appointed, in December, 
as my assistant. On February 6, we had the opening 
of the Epworth League and in the same month we be- 
gan our Sunday School. Mrs. Gouroff was appointed 
superintendent. The children like the Sunday School and 
Epworth League very much. They take a very active 
part in all programs. You can hear the singing of our 
hymns everywhere. Parents thank the Methodist Church 
for the assistance which we have given to them in rear- 
ing their children in the Christian spirit. Since May, 
every Wednesday, we have had prayer-meeting under 
the leadership of our members. These meetings are the 
most blessed. 

We received our first class into the church on April 
3rd. During my year’s work in Tsitsikar | have made 
many friends. We have received nine members and col- 


lected $113.25. 


G. I. YASINITSKY 
Bible Teacher, Central High School. 


It makes me happy to testify that God’s rich bles- 
sings have been mercifully and abundantly poured upon 
me this Conference year. 

In my work I| have done just a little, but I tried ~ 
to do all I could, my great joy and inspiration all this time 
having been the consciousness of the Holy Spirit work- 
ing through me. 


Last year, | taught Bible in the New Town Gymna- 
sium. In my eleven classes | taught five different Bible 
courses and two courses in Church History. 
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At the conclusion of the sixth year of my service 
in God’s field I thankfully praise Him who loved us, 
and saved us from our sins with his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God the Father; 
to whom be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Be- 
ginning a new year of work, | can only offer in prayer 
the words of the prophet Isaiah: : 


"Here am I; send me.... 


G. V. VOLEGOFF 
Assistant Pastor, Philadelphia Church. 


[ thank the Lord for His call to service, and for 
the privilege of giving my report to the conference. | 
was appointed last year by the conference to work in 
Pristan. Under the leadership of Rev. N. J. Poysti, dis- 
tributed literature in hospitals and homes and visited 
church members. Every Sunday, during the hour before 
church service, | conducted prayer-meetings. | conduct- 
ed one funeral. I opened a place in ‘the church for 
selling literature, and sold $47.00 worth. | have been 
a Sunday School teacher. Most of my pupils are child- 
ren of our members. : 

From June 26th to 12th of September, [was in Boo- 
hado. On my way | visited the church in Tsitsikar and 
the brethren in Jalantun. At these places I preached 
several @#fes. In Boohado I made some friends, distri- 
buted literature, and rented a hall in which to begin 
work after conference. 

During the whole year | studied in The Harbin 
Bible Institute, finishing up my third year of study. 

I have a desire to be true to God to the end. May 
glory be to His name. 


A. F. GAVRELOVCHUK. 


Assistant Pastor, Central Church 


Through the grace and mercy of God | am finish- 
ing my conference year. I look back with great joy on the 
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past year. | have had many difficulties and temptations 
but the immortal words of Christ, "Lo, | am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world’, and my since- 
re desire to work in the Lord's vineyard gave me power 
and inspiration. 


| have spent my time in work and study. During 
the winter | attended the Harbin Bible Institute. | work- 
ed as a Sunday School teacher for a children’s class 
and | feel from the words of my pupils that the Bible 
has a great influence on them. 


[ was president of the Epworth League; I| otten con- 
ducted chapel in these schools; | preached and conducted 
prayer-meetings twice as many times this year as | did 
last. My spare time I used in visiting the homes. 


I have also acted as interpreter for church services 
and prayer-meetings. Besides this I have translated pro- 
grams for the Epworth League and some articles for our 
journal, ‘The Methodist’, for which | am working as 
foreign correspondent. 

[ made two trips with Pastor Erwin to visit the work 
out from Harbin. On these trips I acted as interpreter 
and also preached at revival meetings. 

I wish to express my thanks to the Central Church 
of Knoxville, Tenn. which has taken me as their special, 
and also to Rev. G. F. Erwin, who brought me to 
Christ three years ago in Vladivostok, Siberia. 

( ° 
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Lillian Elizabeth Wahl 
October 23, 1896—August 24, 1926. 


IN MEMORY OF LILLIAN ELIZABETH WAHL. 


“And they that be wise shall shine as brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as_ the stars for ever and ever.’ Dan. 12:3. 

Miss Wahl has gone from us, but the memory of 
her life shines as the stars; the good that she did and 
the influence she wielded will live in cur hearts and in 
the lives of many for ever and ever. 

To me, death isthe most beautiful thing in the life 
of a Christian. It is as though a closed door stands be- 
tween us and God. Death opens that door, permits us 
to get closer to God, to see Him face to face. 


Miss Wahl and I arrived together in Harbin, to- 
gether began to study Russian, worked, studied, and play- 
ed; together prayed. We two Americans lived together 
alone among foreigners for almost three years. But she 
alone entered that door. She alone went away and left 
me alone. 


I know that she is happier there than we here can 
possibly imagine. She stands before God, sees Him and 
understands Him as we here can not. | wish that we 
might have taken that journey also together, that hand 
in hand we might have met our Lord, divided that joy, 
talked about the things we should have seen there together. 
But she went alone. It is well with her. She is happy and we 
must not be sad. This | know, but sometimes it is hard. 

You knew her well. She lived among you. | do 
not have to tell you about her. But perhaps only I know 
how she gave her all to Christ, how day and night she 
worked, how she prayed often until late in the night 
for you, often was gay, when she felt depressed, often 
homesick and said nothing. Perhaps no one knows as well 
as | how humble she was, how she loved God and be- 
fore Him felt her own weakness and dependence. 

At her death all said, "How cheerful she always 
was; how affectionate and kind and good: She was al- 
ways smiling, her face was always bright. That was a 
beautiful life!l’’ And I? I fell on my knees before the 
box that held al! that was left of her on earth and 
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prayed that God would help me to do more like her, would 
help me to be more cheerful and show in my life her 
beautiful spirit. 

She turned many to righteousness and her spirit, 
like the stars, will shine for ever and ever. 


Bishop Ainsworth and Preachers 


Stending~ Received License. Sitting-—Deacon’s Orders. 


